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Study: Medical Imaging Innovation Essential to Improved Cancer Survival
(Washington, DC) ─ A new study from Dr. Frank Lichtenberg released by the National Bureau of Economic Research, shows that recent improvements in cancer mortality are linked to advanced medical imaging innovation. Specifically, Lichtenberg’s study, “Has Medical Innovation Reduced Cancer Mortality?” reveals that cancer imaging innovation accounted for 40 percent of the reduction in U.S. cancer deaths between 1996 and 2006, making it likely the largest single contributor to decreased cancer mortality during this time period. 
Dr. Lichtenberg, a professor at Columbia University’s Graduate School of Business, examined the effects that cancer incidence rates and two types of medical innovation – diagnostic imaging and pharmaceutical innovation – had on U.S. cancer mortality between 1996 and 2006. His analysis indicated that:

· Life expectancy at birth likely increased by nearly three months between 1996 and 2006 due to the combined effects of cancer imaging and cancer drug innovation

· Cancer imaging innovation alone reduced the U.S. cancer mortality rate by 10.2 deaths per 100,000 population during this time period

· Approximately nine percent of the decline in the U.S. mortality rate from all causes of death is attributable to advanced imaging innovation

Given that previous researchers have equated a one percent reduction in cancer mortality to nearly $500 billion in health care savings per year
, Dr. Lichtenberg’s findings also have implications for the role of medical imaging innovation in reducing health care costs. 

“The Access to Medical Imaging Coalition commends Dr. Lichtenberg for confirming what cancer survivors and the medical imaging community have known for many years – advanced imaging saves lives,” said Tim Trysla, executive director, Access to Medical Imaging Coalition. “We must continue to support efforts to preserve access to life-saving imaging services, encourage innovation and improve patient care.”

Dr. Lichtenberg used data from the National Cancer Institute and Thomson Medstat to evaluate data on diagnostic imaging procedures and age-adjusted cancer incidence and mortality rates. To view the study, visit http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1586687. To speak with Dr. Lichtenberg or Tim Trysla, please contact Sarah Mills at 202.585.2804.
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